
Words from a 22nd Century Poetry Machine 
to a Second Order Poet

We have built you a poetry machine
it took us a lifetime

and we’re yours for the sampling—
you can access our words and moods

the many failed relationships, the many happy hours
and the long in-between days.

Do not expect to possess us completely
these words mere intercourse—

your impulse, our logarithmic fertility—
an appetizer only:

let’s not clone the encounter.

Begin instead with an exchange of
acids, of aqua vitae, for

the alchemists had many
recipes; they’re integral
to our program.

Think of us as an infinite blue-print
to your necessary demolition.

Think of our machine as a God
and remember:

Gods are flexible
and easily bribed.

That said
feel free
to smithy the sentence.
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Ian Irvine is a Bendigo based poet and writer. His work has featured in many print and online 
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- an conducted for Jacket Magazine     36   (Australia) - late 2008.
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*Article:  The Antigonish Review, an article dealing with postmodern ennui. (Canada, Issue 116, 
1998).

http://www.antigonishreview.com/bi-116/116-irvine.html
http://ldysinger.stjohnsem.edu/CH_599z_Asceticism/04_x6_acedia/03_acedia-ennui.htm
http://www.eclectica.org/v2n6/irvine_poetry.html
http://www.mascarapoetry.com/issue3/ian_irvine.htm
http://jacketmagazine.com/36/iv-eshleman-ivb-irvine.shtml

